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large quantities of non-dutiable articles (such, for
example, as meat then averaging 119 Ibs. per head
of the population as against 108 Ibs. in the early
eighties), and bearing also in mind the lowered prices
of these commodities and the general increase in
thrift, facts were found, said tte Chancellor of the
^Exchequer, " on which it is pleasant to dwell, as an
antidote to that pessimism which delights to describe
the condition of the people as one of progressive
deterioration."

Turning to the revenue derived from liquor, Sir
William Harcourt had to report that, both in the
Customs revenue on foreign spirits and in the Excise
receipts from home spirits, the returns had been con-
siderably under his expectations and, indeed, would
have been more so, had it not been for the " rush to
rum," occasioned by the very severe weather of the
previous February. In the case of beer, the estimated
increase from the extra 6d. duty had been all but
realized, and would certainly have been considerably
exceeded but for the February cold snap which had
given the fillip to spirits. The connection between
the weather and the national revenue was, however,
not to end here, for Sir Michael Hicks-Beach directly
attributed a large portion of the great increase in the
death duties to the exceptional mortality of the early
part of the year 1895, caused by the extraordinary
climatic conditions then prevailing.

^Concerning the yield of the last-mentioned duties
a very full statement was made to the Committee.
The new scheme of death duty taxation had not been
in force for a full year, and the position was accord-
ingly complicated by the co-existence of two systems